July 6, 2004

Mr. Jim Richey

Editor

Fine Woodworking

Taunton Press

63 South Main Street, Box 5506

Newton, CT 06470 U.S.A.

Re:
Methods of Work: Magnetic dovetail guides;

August 2004, Issue No. 171 of Fine Woodworking

Dear Mr. Richey

This letter is further to the publication of the referenced article.

As one of the pre-eminent publications in the industry, readers rely on your expertise regarding tools, technique, history, innovation, etc.  We realize that it would be quite unreasonable to expect your publishing company to perform patent infringement searches prior to featuring every machine, method or home-made jig in your magazine.  However, your respected knowledge of the industry and its various publications, more particularly your familiarity with your own publications in this case of our Dovetail Jig – as recently as Winter 2001/2002 Issue No.153 - should have at least raised a flag when Mr. Keith Rust’s submission was received.   For your review and reference we enclose a copy of our United States Patent No. 6,607,016, issued on August 19, 2003, for a Jig for Hand Cutting Dovetail Joints.

We believe that under Title 35 U.S.C. 271, Keith Rust’s submission is a direct infringement of our patented tool and that by publishing the article, Fine Woodworking is inducing its readers to infringe.
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Lee Valley Tools Ltd. takes pride in the quality and number of innovative products it has developed.  It respects others’ intellectual property rights and vigorously defends its own.

We look forward to receiving your comments along with your suggestions for remedy as soon as conveniently possible.

Yours very truly

Ági Vezér (Ms.)

IP Specialist

Encl.

